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bility for its offenders. The fact that as a community
Jews wish for the privileges of having their special
days of rest, their food prepared in special ways,
their own marriage regulations makes it inevitable
that the public should also think of the Jewishness
of Jewish offenders against the law or against social
custom, when it would remain quite indifferent if
the offender were a member of the Anglican Church
or the Conservative party.
Jewish Experience
The Jewish problem is the product of both
Jewish tradition and Jewish experience. The diffi-
culties caused by tradition are not serious. On the
non-Jewish side there is the possible irritation
caused by a group wishing to remain separate; and
on the Jewish side there is the inevitability of being
held responsible for all offenders who happen to be
Jews. More difficulties are created for both sides
by the inheritance of the experience of Jews at the
hands of the majorities under whom they have lived.
Historians can show many periods when rela-
tions between Jews and their neighbours were
perfectly friendly, and where the distinction of
tradition was more than counterbalanced by general
mutual respect and co-operation. But unfortun-
ately periods of bad relationships have been com-
mon, and have left their mark on both sides. For
a long period the hostility was religious. Where
Jews lived in the midst of a degenerate paganism,
they passed many regulations to prevent the taint
of idolatry entering into Jewish life, and their laws
sometimes showed intense hostility to their pagan